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'Society can help by applying pressuré

KUALA LUMPUR: Sanctions

"Itisabsolutely immord for Is-

mustyupbeappliedtocountriescom- ragl to continue inflicting upon

mitting outrageoudy immoral
acts, the prime minister said.
Datuk Seri AbdullahAhmad

Badawi sdd the international
sanctions regime must be
widened to include the |gradli as-
sault on Gaza, which hes taken a
toll oncivilianlivesandisprecip-
itating a humanitarian crisis in
the Pdedtinian territory.

The international community
had aduty to ensure that such ag-
gression did not happen, he said
a the opening of the new premis-
es of the Institute of Diplom
ﬂnd Foreign Relations (IDI?I%

ere.

the people of Gazaanentirely dis-
proportionate and excessve de-
ployment of itsmilitary power."
Abdullah sad governments
could apply peer influence on
each other, as could civil society
within countries, to stay within
certain norms of behaviour.
"Civil society within countries
can exert sudained pressures
upon their own as well as other
governments to conform to
recognised moral standards and
be accountablefor them.”
Abdullah said he was happy
that even asardaively youngna-
tion, Mdaysahad good relations

with therest of theworld.

He said Maaysids present for-
eignpolicy shouldlay thefounda-
tion tor the country's globa posi-
tionbeyond 2020.

"We should be looking at 2057,
when our country will reach 100
years of existence as an indepen-
dent nation."

Some4,000 diplomatsand of fi-
cids, including foreigners, have
attended courses at IDFR since its
establishment in 1991

The prime miniser aso
launched the Humanitarian As-
Sstance Fund for Paledine and
urged dl Malaysians, regardiess
of race or religion, to contribute.
All donations aretax-exempt.



