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‘Misuari advocates
radical change in
electoral systein

PETALING JAYA, Thurs.
— Hardly three months af-
ter becoming Governor of
the Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao, Nur
Misuari is emerging as the
cliief advocate for an over-
haul of the Philippine elec-
toral system which, he
says, i putting poor re-
gions like Mindanao at a
great disadvantage.

Misuari said although
the Philippines prided itself
for practising the American
political system, there was
a serious flaw in the one
practised in Manila.,

While American senators
are elected from each state,
it is not so in the Philip-
pines where the election of
senators is held at national
level.

“This means thal if you
want to run for the Senate,
you have to travel all over
the country which only the
rich candidates can afford
to do.

“1 would like to demand
for a dramatic change in
the electoral system. Al-
though we have 24 sena-
tors, not one is from Minda-
nao,” said Misuari at a
luncheon talk at the Insti-
tute of Diplomacy and For-
aign Relations taday.

He said 19 of the senators
were from Luzon and five
from Visayas regions.

“I have become the chief
advocate for a change in

the electoral system based
on the US system which en-
sures equitable and propor-
tionate representation,” he
added.

According to Misuari, he
has received support form
senators and congressmen
for his proposal.

He had proposed that
Mindanao be represented
by & senator in each of its
24 provinces.

Misuari said he had been
assured by influential Sen-
ator Juan Ponce Enrile, a
former Defence Minister, of
support for the constitu-
tional change but Enrile
had advecated that the
country be represented by
three senators for each of
the six regions.

He said following the
Sept 2 peace accord, which
ended 25 years of arimed
conflict in Mindanao, the
region should be properly
represanted in all segments
of the government.

Misuari said the Philip-
pine constitution itself was
in for a change with a pop-
ular campaign now to ex-
tend the term of the Presi-
dent beyond gix years,

On the other hand, Mis-
uari said his proposal had
caused “jitters and jealou-
sy” among politicians in
Manila, with scme accusing
him of behaving like the
head of government.
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