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< Asean

| needs to
cooperate
tomeetv- '

4 NBy NOR ASMAI-I MOKH'I'AR

ASEAN ;llplomats need to
stress: cooperation, friend-
ship | and..consensus - to
enable them to face chal-
Jenges. aimed at weakening
. the’ st—wen cuuntry group-‘
ing.

. Foreign Mmsster Datuk
Abdullah Ahmad - Badawi
"'said Asean diplomats. must
‘,,WOrk'_' ‘-h_ 'n_hand be-

I reglon
©.“We are clearly lacking
the TesSources -~ manpow-:
er; funds ‘and mformatmnj
—to' counter- such moves.
-individually i, \we ‘neédita’
“work as a regional ,foru .'
he"said after’ openmg the
Junior Diplomats. Course in
Kuala Lumpur yesterday.. .

He 'cited -attempts by
some countries to use non-.
trade issues like' human
rights, democracy and en-
vironment - to “weaken”
Asean.






