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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
The commitment made by
Asia Pacific countries to-
wards free trade and a new
co-operative security cli-
mate in the region during
their meetings last year has

paved the way for the estab- |
lishment of an Asia-Pacific '

community.

Australian Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Senator Gar-
eth Evans said today the
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (Apec) leaders’
summit in Indonesia and
Asean Regional Forum
(ARF) meeting in Bangkok
had consolidated and put in
place key institutional ele-
Enents to form the communi-
Y. i
Describing 1994 as a wa-
tershed year for the region,
he said these events.can be
seen as marking a‘transi-
tion from theory to'reality
the idea of an Asia-Pacific
community. el

He said the regional lead-
ers had committed them-
selves to achieving free and
open trade and investment
by 2010 for industralised
countries and 2020 for other
member countries, - :

The ARF meeting, mean-
while, had brought together
18 countries who are major -
security players in the re-
gion to begin multilateral
dialogues aimed at creating
a new co-operative security
environment.

Evans said there has been
a vast improvement in the
region’s stability and securi-
ty with the threat of war
between the region’s states
receding inta the. back-
ground.

He said, however, the

ality, |
shape. of the region’s com-
munity should:not lead to

...transition to re

.the’:formation :of;/amon

others, a customs union an

a single internal market as

in Europe. . = iiniill

He'said the high-level eco-
nomic integration - within
the '‘Apec countries-and in-
creasing trade and cross-in-
vestment links  between
Asean countries ' had
brought the region together.

“There is also the phe-
nomenon of convergence.
The . global reality is that
countries of different back-
grounds are developing
with modern technology.
This phenomenon is at least
as alive and well 'in Asia
Pacific as anywhere else in
the globe,” he said at a lec-
ture on “The birth of an
Asia-Pacific community” at
the Institute of Diplomacy
and Foreign Relations.

Guests included diplo- .
- mats, representatives of the .

‘theproposal. = -

994

local business community

i agnd Malaysia-Australia in-
"terests groups. Also present

‘was Foreign Minister Datuk

~Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.

Evans said Australia was. -

committed -to the economic
‘development and security of -
- Asia Pacific:singe the coun-

try’s future and destiny lies

.with the region:’ " °
_Australia’s "interests -
would be served by main-

““taining and strengthening

the Apec and ARF forums.
“In fact, I believe the in-
terests of all nations in the
re%ion will be served not
only through evolution of

these institutions but by the

. emergence of a’confident,
" articulate sense of member-

ship of a common Asia Pa-
cific community,” he said.
-Replying to questions
from the audience later, Ev-
ans said Australia: was not
against Asean’s proposal to

- establish the East Asia Eco-

nomic Caucus (EAEC) since
it was to be part of the Apec
framework. o oni
“:He  said Australia was
concerned that Apec evolu-.
tion would. be:affected by

“the other groupings as this"

could lead to division within
countries in the region. * -

“We don't resist it (EAEC)
but it should not inhibit
Apec,” he said. -

van added that Apec’s
position as the main forum
for economic co-operation
should be maintained.

On the proposal by South
Africa on Indian Ocean rim
co-operation, Evans said the
forum would be organised
inPerth in June.

He said 37 countries situ-
ated along the Indian-
Ocean, including Malaysia,
would be invited to discuss
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