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Malaysia confident South
African struggle will pay oft

By Manan Osman

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
Malaysia is confident that
multi-party negotiations in
South Africa will lead to the
establishment of a multi-
party government commit-
ted to the well-being of the
people.

Foreign Minister Datuk
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
said Malaysia congratulated
the African National Con-
gress (ANC) for the central
role played in this develop-
ment.

“It has been a long hard
struggle involving enor-
mous sacrifice and we re-
. joice with you that at last
the end is in sight,” Abdul-
lah said.

He was opening a nine-
week training course in di-
plomacy for 20 ANC officials
at the Institute of Diploma-
cy and Forei; Relations
(IDFR) here today.

The course is being held
under the Malaysian Tech-
nical Cooperation Pro-

ramme (MTCP) to enhance

iplomatic skills and experi-

ence.

Abdullah said Malaysia
would continue efforts to
bring about order in South
Africa besides assisting in
its reconstruction and de-
velopment. :

He said the effort had al-
ready started with the pro-
vision of assistance for the
construction of houses for
future ANC civil servants in
Cape Town and Pretoria.

The project, which has
cost the Malaysian Govern-
ment abvout US$10 million
(RM26 million) to date, is
almost completed and is ex-
pected to be ready later this
month or early next month,
he said.

Malaysia also assisted in
the establishment of the
ANC representative office
here, providing for its annu-
al operating expenses and

Abdullah (centre) shares a jok.

th ANC chief representative in Kuala

Lumpur Ismail Coovadia (left) and IDFR director-general Datuk A.S. Talalla
after the opening ceremony.

gther infrastructural facili-
ies.

Abdullah said Malaysia
would continue to be proac-
tive and supportive of a
multi-racial and non-apart-
heid South Africa in all fo-
rums at international, re-
gional and bilateral levels.

“At various international
forums, Malaysia in the past
35 years has taken a very
strong gosition against
apartheid.

“We were instrumental in
the expulsion of the South
African apartheid govern-
ment from the Common-
wealth in 1960.

“We were also in the fore-
front rallying support for
economic sanctions against
the apartheid regime in
South Africa. In the United
Nations, Malaysia has been
active in the special com-
mittee against apartheid,”
he said.

Malaysia had also consis-
tently supported the anti-

apartheid group in the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM).
He said the bond of friend-
ship between the Malaysian
and South African people
was a menifestation of the
close relationship between
the leaders of both coun-

tries.

Abdullah also said that
economic relations between
the two countries was vast
especially with Africa’s fa-
vourable geographical loca-
tion which provided her
with the potential to play an
important role in the region
in the immediate future.

He said that both coun-
tries should forge meaning-
ful bilateral economic rela-
tipns

"Abdullah said that in the

post Cold War era, the world
was undergoing frenzied
and rapid changes economi-
cally and the South would
only be able to uphold its
interest if it was strong and
cohesive.

In that context, economic
co-operation in the area of
development should be ex-
plored further and coopera-
tion in trade and invest-
ment should be pursued to
ensure mutual strength.

Abdullah said six partici-
pants from Bosnia-Herzego-
vina had been expected to
attend the course but the
tragic condition in their
country had prevented
them from coming here.

Speaking to reporters-lat-
er, Abdullah said Malaysian
businessmen should start
exploring investment op-
Bortunities in South Africa

esides establishing con-
tacts with local business-
men given the fact that eco-
nomic sanctions against the
country would be lifted
soon.

He said Malaysia would
also respond positively if
the ANC needed assistance
in holding elections in
South Africa.






