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\IF A SHOPKEEPER takes a

1ot of pain’to dres$ his win-|
| dow to promote his - shop,

[ think of how, much aniam-;

fithe,am
to ‘be’Someone

»who believes that.ar embas-:
".syis the front window of hts

country, - L

VTP TSIVIGH

141 One such person is the for- :
ymer'Malaysian-Ambassador
l-to'the US, DatukAlbert:S.
7Talalla; who upon his retire- i

.ment last year was appomt-

. ed to head the country’s In-
|;Stitute of - Diplomacy! and.

Forelgn Relations (IDFR)!

¢ As the institute’s director-
‘.-general since :its " inception

.-one year;ago, he, has; helped

in no small measure to that
.sense of pride in the younger
generation | of diplomats
through its programmes..

Under  his 'guidance,
IDFR a .brain-child’ of
Prime Minister Datuk Seri

\.Dr Mahathir Mohamad, has

Brown by leaps and bounds

- in-terms of capablhty and

| success.”

In an 1nterv1ew at hls of—

.‘frce to'mark ‘the' institute’s
I first ¢

said IDFR ‘was’ set'up to.
| “train officers involved in for- |
-eign relations ;work' apart

anniversa ry, Talalla

from honing thetr qkrlls and
knowledge. ‘

~ Talalla said dtplomats;.
need to be. trained in orderto’
become more specialised as’

the demand ‘on Malaysian
diplomats ‘today and:in the
future is greater because in-
ternational relations has be-
come more complex i in every
aspect, ’
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In order to ensure that the

objective: was reached,

IDFR took advantage of the
abundant experience of
serving and former: ambas-
sadors to, help formulate its
syllabus and programmes

He also consulted a'lot of
local and!foreign experts to’
get theiradvice on.the rele=
vancy. of the- syllabus apart:
from taklng aj look ‘at ;other

v This arrangement was. a
far cry from the old’ style of
training diplomats on the job
and supp]ementmg ity wuh
courses;'conducted.’ by ‘the
National (Institute’ of Public
Administration’s (Intan)

Centre of Diplomacy.

+The, institute has‘
conducted 19 g
courses” gtte/ded by more
tharrrlrsfqo.alooal and foreign
*participantsiwith’ 10 .of . the
‘Courses: specnftcally tatlored

'nd pnvate sector‘
orgamsatlons mvolved in‘in-. v,
ternatignal relatlons but-also ;
participants’ from i meigh-"
‘bouring'and’ developing
. countries under; the Malay- =
siany Technical Cooperation
Proéramme and the ausp; i€
"es.of Asean. -/
mong' the areas covered;

“ternational relations, straté-

‘gic and security studles. in=

ternattonal negotlattons and

mternat:ona! trade’and eco-

nomlcrelauons : .
‘Under" the dtplomatlc:'

practice programme, a pre- ;

re. drplomatrc practice, in=\/ ‘
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postmg

g f
dlplomats and the r-spousesi'
: to-ensure that’ they_ are pre-.

pared pla:i{1 their.

,r % fresher
pmgrammés‘ fot-senior offi-

cials’of ambassidorial’ irank
“to keep thém “abreast''with,
«new;‘igovernment'ipolicies

“‘and plans‘

vediby foreagn xperis;al
serves to, assist.th

2 specra]

rapport among future diplo-’
mats in'the: region by organ-
ising’ an ‘eight-week foreign.
service ‘course: for 257 .
Asean’, drplomat
by the Asean’se
‘- /Among! the hrghhghts of;
the course.were talks’given '
by former;Foreign: Minister
“Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie; v181ts !
.to-Jakarta’and Baddung in;
Indonesia - for‘ fu-st" ‘hand’
. Jook:‘at" the'’ ies' of ‘a
“member cm.mtry ‘and ‘4. one=!
week ‘attachment with’their
“'respective embassies here to
expose them to all & pects of
professmnal

- the country’s curre ig
poIrcy of paying more ‘atten= .

[ tion'to- economy. and; trade.

the institute has so far con-.
ducted two ‘such courses'on
the’ fundamentals of : gIobaI
international economicrela-
"‘tions and’ trade mvestment
promotions.; ik ;

m ats,”

emphasis on .creating ‘better

i IDFR.i5. preparing two’
four-month ourse

virecruitsand i the other or

‘Specialised; subject

ingforeign part:cr

SIDFR trieg;itsibest:t
bl

ay,s
; FR,_‘wrl] be a
well- rounded‘dlplomat Hwith’
- a Ikeen tntel[ect:






